REVOLTED AMERICA
On the face of it nothing could have been more impolitic; but
it must not be forgotten that before committing themselves to
this measure Rockingham's Administration had tried carefully
to explore the ground. In February there came before the
Commons Benjamin Franklin; and during the course of his
examination his opinion on the reception of such a declaration of
sovereignty was definitely sought.
QUESTION : As to the right, do you think if the Stamp Act is
repealed, that the North Americans will be satisfied?
FRANKLIN : I believe they will.
QUESTION : Why do you think so ?
FRANKIIN : I think the resolution of right will give them very
litde concern if they are never attempted to be carried into practice.
The Colonies will probably consider themselves in the same situa-
tion in that respect with Ireland. They know you claim the same
right with regard to Ireland, but you never exercise it.
Franklin's evidence brought out another point: he stated that
his fellow-countrymen did not question the right of Parliament
to lew tolls on merchandise carried to America.
j
The sea is yours; you maintain by your fleets the safety of navi-
gation in it, and keep it clear of pirates. You may have, therefore,
a natural and equitable right to some toll or duty on merchandise
carried through that part of your dominions, towards defraying the
expense you are at in ships to maintain the safety of that carriage.
Litde did Franklin know that his words would produce another
cause of misunderstanding between the Mother Country and
the colonies.
*          *          *
IN THE FACE of the conciliatory policy of the King and his
Ministers why was it that the discontent continued in the colonies ?
Governments must always pay the penalty for weakness. The
Mother Country had allowed the defiance of the colonists to go
unpunished: the Repeal Act was an admission of defeat by tie
politicians in London. Moreover, the Stamp Act had brought
colonists together in a way that they had never been brought
together before. In October 1765 delegates from nine of the
colonies met in a General Congress in New York: x there they
1 The delegates came from: Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island and South Carolina.
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